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IMMEDIATELY
GALLATIN COUNTY HAS HIGH 





Gallatin County contains a higher percentage of households new to the area 
than do any of Montana's other highly populated counties, according to a report 
issued recently by the University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research (BBER), Missoula, and the Montana Board of Housing in Helena.
The report summarizes the results of a BBER. survey of housing needs and 
preferences in the state. The survey, sponsored by the Montana Board of Housing, 
also generated additional information concerning Montana households.
When asked how long they had resided in the county, 17 percent of the Gallatin 
County households surveyed reported they had moved there within the previous year. 
This is a significantly higher percentage than those reported by households surveyed 
in Cascade, Flathead, Lewis and Clark, Missoula, Silver Bow and Yellowstone counties. 
Of the most populous counties, Gallatin was followed by Cascade and Missoula, which 
reported 9 percent; Silver Bow reported the lowest number, 3 percent. The statewide 
average is 8 percent.
The large number of students at Montana State University, Bozeman, helps account 
for many of these newcomers. The University's presence is also evident in other 
Gallatin County survey results. The county leads the list of the most populous 
counties in the level of education completed by household heads; 47 percent of the 
households surveyed reported being headed by a person holding a bachelor's degree 
or more. Lewis and Clark and Missoula counties ranked next, with 34 and 31 percent, 
respectively. The state average is 24 percent.
(over)
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The median household income reported by Gallatin County households ranks
,  I
below the state median of $15,800 in 1978, as reported in the survey. The survey's 
income data for the county show a median household income of $14,900. Of the most 
populous counties, only Missoula, home of the University of Montana, ranks lower. 
Both counties contain large numbers of college students, whose low income levels 
reduce the countywide median.
The survey report also shows that Gallatin County residents overwhelmingly 
prefer living in single-family homes. Despite high interest rates and inflated 
housing costs, 87 percent of the county households surveyed reported that, given 
a choice, they would prefer to reside in single-family dwellings. This was the 
highest precentage recorded among the state's most populous counties and compares 
with 81 percent for the state as a whole. Eighty-four percent of surveyed 
county households indicated they preferred home ownership to renting, a figure 
which also exceeds the state total.
Because of the overwhelming percentage preferring single-family homes, there 
were few responses favoring apartments, mobile homes, and condominiums. Only 6 
percent of the Gallatin County households surveyed indicated a preference for 
duplexes or other apartment complexes. Two percent favored condominiums. And 
only 1 percent, lowest of the most populous counties, chose mobile homes.
While the vast majority of Gallatin County households expresses satisfaction 
with their current neighborhood and housing, 38 percent of those surveyed indicated 
they were actively seeking or considering seeking other housing. Using the survey 
results to project actual numbers, BBER estimates that about 2,270 Gallatin County 
households would look for different housing in 1979, and that 2,870 would consider 
doing so.
(more)
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Other information in the survey report includes the precentage of county 
households currently residing in single-family homes, apartments, and mobile 
homes; household monthly rental and mortgage payments; age and size of current 
housing; and additional demographic information. The survey results are pre­
sented for the state as a whole and for the seven most populous counties.
Copies of the housing study report are available for $3 from the Bureau 
of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana, Missoula, and from 
the Montana Board of Housing, Mitchell Building, Helena.
